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Steering Committee for the Test Of Proficiency (SC-TOP) now presents Test of Chi-
nese as a Foreign Language: Writing (TOCFL Writing), a task-oriented test which
assesses Chinese learners’ writing ability. The test materials are based on authentic situ-
ations which are close to everyday life.The purpose of the test is to evaluate test takers’
ability to effectively express themselves by writing in assorted situations. In order to
accurately measure test-takers’ writing ability from different aspects, all levels of the
test require the ability of completing two types of writing. The test will be taken on the
computer.
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TOCFL Writing is a foreign/second language writing test designed especially for
non-native speakers of Chinese. Those who wish to measure their Chinese writing abil-
ity or to study or work in Chinese-speaking areas are all welcome to take the test. Note:
TOP Writing is a computer-based test. Chinese-typing ability (7 XT1Tor Microsoft
Pinyin) is a requirement for all test takers.
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For each level, the test adopts a 0-5 scoring scale with 3 as the minimum passing
score.
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Each level consists of two writing types. (Please see Table 2 below)
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TABLE 2: WRITING TYPES FOR EACH LEV

X #8

Type of Task

EL

ZF # Length
(Words)
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Beginner

MR (B4~ EHF & - R#ME -~ B -
*hRE)

Practical Writing (Notes, Invitation Cards,
Thank You Notes, Apology Letters, Assorted
Cards)

e (FEAEX)

Narrative Writing (Picture Compositions)

70-120

150-200

EPER

Learner

B (AER)
Practical Writing (Personal Letters)

X (AR FHRERRF)

Narrative Writing (Real or Fictional Events)

300-400

300-400
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Superior

ERAX (P¥HE~HESE - ZHREE)
Practical Writing (Complaint Letters, Rec-
ommendation Letters, Letters of Advice)

E P d
Argumentation

500-600

500-600
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& - meiying@gmail.com
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The test is divided into different levels according to the complexity of the writing
tasks. So far three levels of tests have been developed: TOCFL for Beginner, Learner and
Superior. Test takers should choose the test level corresponding to their writing profi-
ciency. (Please see Table 1 below)
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TABLE 1:SKILLS NEEDED FOR EACH LEVEL OF TOCFL WRITING

B YA /14548 Description
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A2 Can write short passages, notes, or simple personal
letters describing personal experiences, using properly
connected phrases and sentences.

Beginner

o ESHHAMKS RMFH LM MEEK  RLAK

R 4R Can describe experiences, feelings or reactions of/toward
e B1 concrete/abstract events or topics.
o REERFHmMBALZS  EEmEAMYME -
Can write personal letters to convey life-related mes-
sages in details.
* RELEARRRE  EA4HUMERINES > BB XHFR
R¥6IEH -
Can present a pro/con argument by combining different
point of views and analyzing the advantages and draw-
= P& B2 backs of an issue.
Superior ¢ EHBTERALFHAERHACHESY BHB

e ERBE R -

Can write a letter to provide suggestions/comments to an
addressee, emphasizing the importance of personal
involvement in a particular event/experience.
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