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Instructions of the new version of Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language
(Effective since 2011)

I.  Test format and structure

Section . .
. . . Test time Corresponding
Listening Reading
(approx.) to CEFR
Level
Short Conversation
Level 5 .
] 10 items . .
100 items ] Gap Filling 15 items )
Long Conversation ] 110 minutes C1
(former _ Short Essay 35 items
20 items
Advanced )
Paragraph 20 items
Short Conversation . .
Level 4 ] Gap Filling 15 items
] 20 items i .
100 items ) Authentic Material )
Long Conversation . 110 minutes B2
(former _ 10 items
. 15 items
lintermediate ) _ Short Essay 25 items
Paragraph 15 items
Single-round . )
Level 3 ) . Gap Filling 20 items
] Conversation 20 items ) .
100 items . Authentic Material )
Multiple-round ) 110 minutes Bl
(former _ . 15 items
. Conversation 15 items ]
Basic) _ Short Essay 15 items
Paragraph 15 items
Picture Description Sentence
10 items Comprehension
Level 2 Single-round 10 items
80 items Conversation 10 items Picture Description .
] ) 80 minutes A2
(former Multiple-round 10 items
Beginner ) Conversation 10 items | Gap Filling 10 items
Conversation Paragraph Completion
Completion 10 items 10 items

I1.  Scoring scale for the level requirements at Master, Superior, and Learner levels

Section Score Range
Level . .
Listening Reading Overall score
Level 5 25-50 23-50 62-100
Level 4 25-50 24-50 64-100
Level 3 25-50 25-50 66-100

Note: To receive the certificate of a certain level, not only the overall score but also both
sub-scores of the two sections should fall in the range designated above.




I11. Qualifications for admission to colleges are suggested below.

® To enter a Chinese or Huayu related department or graduate school, test takers should
pass Level 5 (CEFR_C1) in principal.

® To enter a college of arts, test takers should pass Level 4 (CEFR_B2) in principal.

® Colleges other than college of arts can stipulate the qualification according to their
requirements of foreign students’ Chinese proficiency.

® The recipient of Taiwan Scholarship as

a student at a pre-degree Mandarin Language

Enrichment Program (LEP) must submit a certificate with results rated at Level 3 or
above, by June 30" to your Mandarin training center.

Descriptions of learners’ ability at each level

are stated below.

Level 5 (C1) : Focus on the vocabulary extent and language proficiency

Listening

Reading

Can understand enough to follow extended
speech on abstract and complex topics
beyond his/her own field even when it is
not clearly structured and when
relationships are only implied and not
signalled explicitly, though he/she may
need to confirm occasional details,
especially if the accent is unfamiliar.

Can understand in detail lengthy, complex
texts, whether or not they relate to his/her
own area of specialty, provided he/she can
reread difficult sections.

Level 4 (B2) : Focus on the comprehens

ible and analytical abilities in understanding

contexts

Listening

Reading

Can understand the main ideas of
propositionally and linguistically complex
speech on both concrete and abstract
topics delivered in a standard dialect,
including technical discussions in his/her
field of specialization.

Can read with a large degree of
independence, adapting style and speed of
reading to different texts and purposes,
and using appropriate reference sources
selectively. Has a broad active reading
vocabulary, but may experience some
difficulty with low frequency idioms.

Level 3 (B1) : Focus on the simple an

d basic communication ability in daily life

Listening

Reading

Can understand the main points of clear
standard speech on familiar matters

Can read straightforward factual texts on

subjects related to his/her field and interest




regularly encountered in work, school, with a satisfactory level of comprehension.
leisure etc., including short narratives.

Level 2 (A2) : Focus on the fundamental ability to communicate under personal and
concrete topics

Listening Reading
Can understand expressions and catch the Can understand very short, simple texts
main point in a short conversation when it with everyday or job-related vocabulary
is conducted slowly and clearly. items.

Note: The number of test questions and the scoring scale of level requirements of the new
version differ from those of the old version of the test. The new version corresponds to the
CEFR and removes the sub-levels/ranks in each level. It is suggested to add the qualifications
of the new version to the application of admission, paralleled with the qualifications of the old
version which are effective until November 2013. For example, if the original qualification of a
certain department is “A TOCFL certificate with results rated at Rank 4 on the Intermediate
level is required,” the suggested statement for the 2011 application is “A TOCFL certificate
with results rated at Level 4 or Intermediate level.”



