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Announcement

Starting from 2017, all TOCFL group tests, including both the listening
and the reading sections, will be in the format of computerized adaptive
test (CAT). Detailed descriptions are as follows:

1. CAT employs Rasch model of item response theory, which is the same
as used in GRE, GMAT, and BULATS. The computer will judge the
test taker’s response to each test item and use that as the basis to select
the subsequent items.

2. The more correct responses made by the test taker means more
difficult items to be given subsequently, and the more incorrect
responses made means more easier items to follow. The test items may
belong to different bands and levels. It is suggested that test takers
familiarize themselves with the item types of all the bands and levels
S0 as to have the best performance.

3. Compared with other test formats, CAT takes less test items to
precisely evaluate the test takers’ competence, as the item selection is
adapted by the test takers’ responses. The time limit of the reading test
Is 60 minutes. The number of items for each test taker varies between
25 and 40, as a result of the individual difference. The test will end
with the result presented when the time limit is reached or when the
test taker’s competence level has been identified, whichever comes
earlier.

4. Since item selection in CAT is based on performance, once a test item
Is responded to and a subsequent item is presented, the test taker does
not have the chance to go back to double-check or make any changes.

5. Starting from 2017, the scores of the reading test will be adjusted
based on the portion of items responded to if the test taker finishes less
than 25 items. This is to minimize the distortion of score calculation
by the insufficient responses received. The test taker is advised to
allocate enough time to different sections of the test.

6. For any further questions, please refer to Q&A.



